
Juliet Meadowcroft welcomed everyone to the meeting, and the principal speaker Andy Robbins of Exeter
City Council. The following is an extract from her address and a summary of the Alphington Village Forum’s

activities in the last year.

It was over six and a half years ago that Alphington residents were invited to an exhibition staged by

Teignbridge District Council in the village hall to see the South West Exeter Masterplan for 2,500 new homes
to be built between here and Exminster. Everyone was shocked because they had not been informed or

consulted about this development and it was too late to stop it. 76% of you did not approve of the plans,
largely because of the increase in traffic.

The first homes will almost certainly be the 1,350 Bovis Homes that will straddle the A379, half of which will

be on our side of this major road. In addition 250 new homes will be built by West Country Land on the

west side of Chudleigh Road, and approximately 350 on the fields within the southern boundary of our
village.

The total between here and the A379 will thus be at least 1,300 new homes, with another 1,200 on the

other side with a new community centre including a school, surgery, sports centre, shops etc. Most of the

children from our side will have to walk some way and across a high bridge over four lanes of traffic in order
to attend this school, which will be for pre-primary, primary and secondary pupils. Sadly we lost our hard-

fought battle to have a school nearer to Alphington, which would have created a community hub for new
residents.

A grant has been applied for a Community Builder to help people settle into their new environment and this

has been made possible through the recently formed Exeter Community Forum(ECF). ECF represents all the

communities in Exeter and local councillors, as well as ECC officers, and has been set up largely to ensure
that 15% of CIL money from the developers will be given to the areas which are most affected by

development. The Chair of this Forum is Diana Moore, who serves on our committee and has done much
work in setting up the Exeter Community Forum.

Outline plans for the Alphington part of the development were submitted in June 2015, but approval has
been delayed for reasons that Andy Robbins will explain. AVF strongly objected to these plans as not fit for

purpose.  It is legal duty that councils should co-operate with each other, yet it appears that DCC have
totally ignored the Alphington Development Brief which was published a year before, in June 2014, after we

had had five workshops with ECC. This is a supplementary planning guide to be used by developers, which

we have been assured by ECC planners is still valid.

Teignbridge District Council has also ignored our Development Brief, as illustrated by the fact that the plans
show a bus access across Markham Lane. Our DB says: “The developer will be required to fund the

provision of a high-quality pedestrian and cycle route along the site’s southern boundary, including Markham
Lane, via a Section 106 Agreement”. DCC is completely unsympathetic us our cause. We can see  no reason

why the bus crossing can’t be at the top of Markham Lane.

The Forum was invited to object at the TDC Planning Committee Meeting on 17 January, when the Bovis

outline plans were finally approved. I was given 10 minutes as there were no other objectors. The two
supporters were Bovis and the Exminster Parish Council. I complained about the statement in their latest

report that the Forum and residents of Alphington were just ‘objecting to the principle of development’,

which is not the case. They had written this originally in July 2015 and have taken no notice of our
comments since then. Neither did they mention our petition with 500 signatures which was submitted to

them last June, asking them to leave a field free for a potential future school and to allow us to have more
green space for recreation on our boundary.

It appears that they are also ignoring the comments and objections made by ECC over the last few years.
They did not mention any representations by ECC at their planning meeting or in their Minutes, which is

disgraceful as Cllr Pete Edwards, ECC’s Leader, had sent them several letters regarding withholding of CIL

money for the school. TDC has recently added more development to the SWE plans by proposing a new
business site at Peamore, to which we objected and which was turned down by the Government Inspector.

Andy will tell you more about this plan.



The Forum fire is trying to keep our embers (and members!) alive as we need to be ready to flare up and
react to Bovis’s detailed plans when they appear in the autumn. This will be our last opportunity to have any

effect, but we really do need some new kindling wood, so please help us by getting involved and joining our
committee, or at least by becoming a street representative. We need your ideas and enthusiasm!


